
2.11.18 2 Kings 2:1-12  
 
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.”  But Elisha said, 
“As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The 
company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to 
take your master from you today?” “Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” 4 Then Elijah said to 
him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives 
and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. 5 The company of the prophets at Jericho 
went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master from you 
today?” “Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent 
me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So 
the two of them walked on. 7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, 
facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up 
and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed 
over on dry ground.  9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you 
before I am taken from you?”  “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 10 “You 
have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be 
yours—otherwise, it will not.” 11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 
whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of 
Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. 
 

Faithfully Follow Your Father 
 
Marriage is such a great test of the will in some senses, because of the many things you are called on to endure 
together through the years.  It might be raising children, changing jobs or locations, dealing with family crises 
or sickness, and finally going through the last decline of death.  For better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to death do us part.  It is supposed to be a battle to the finish, and you never know 
what will happen in time.  Will you be willing to stick with someone who has cancer?  Alcohol problems? 
Spending problems?   Sometimes it will seem that the ones you love are trying to chase you away.  Maybe they 
are!  Will you stick with it?  Or will you just give up when it gets tough?  
 
It seems to be that Elijah was testing Elisha at the end of his life.  He kept telling him to go.  Elisha refused to 
go.  He wouldn’t take “go” for a command so he gave “no” for an answer.  Sometimes people are testing you 
when they say, “Why don’t you just leave?  You should go.”  Maybe the spouse even says, “I want a divorce.” 
But do they really?  Or are they testing you, to see how willingly you take the bait?   It reminds me of when 
Jesus turned to his disciples and said, “Are you going to leave me too?”  How faithful are you?  Peter told 
Jesus to depart from him, for he was a sinful man.  He didn’t really want Jesus to leave, but he wanted 
confirmation from Jesus that it was ok for him to stay.  Elijah told Elisha to go.  Elisha would not.  He was 
faithful to the very end.  
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Indeed, God’s law tells us to depart from Him, for we have sinned and do not deserve to be in His presence.  He 
ridicules and points out our faults.  He calls us, “Not worthy” time and again.  But how do we respond?  Do we 
leave like the rich young ruler who was told to sell everything to the poor and follow Jesus?  Or do we stay and 
beg for mercy?  Do we instead cling to God’s promises of forgiveness in Jesus?  Do we cling all the tighter and 
trust in God all the more, even when He seems to be against us?  
 
Elisha stuck with Elijah to the very end.  Why?  What did Elisha have to gain from staying?  Elisha didn’t know 
- at least not at the beginning.  It wasn’t a matter of what he could get out of Elijah.  It was more a matter of 
respect, honor, and love.  He just wanted to spend more time with him, even though in the end he did make a 
request.  He requested a “double portion”  of Elijah’s spirit.  That didn’t mean that he wanted twice the faith of 
Elijah or twice the power to do miracles.   Within the Israelite culture, the first born would inherit the double 
portion.  It simply meant that he wanted to inherit the same spirit and authority that Elisha had to keep on 
prophesying in the name of the Lord.  He wasn’t afraid to make a request when he was asked, but he wasn’t in it 
for the gift at the end.  
 
Again, it is a simple picture of faithfulness to us too, isn’t it?  There are many benefits to being faithful to 
people and most importantly, in being faithful to the Lord.  But we tend to focus on the benefits and gifts, 
instead of the sheer honor of just being with God.  If you only go to church so you can “get something out of it,” 
isn’t that a narcissistic and selfish kind of relationship?  If you only pray when you need something like health 
or a better marriage or happiness, aren’t you only worshiping God for His gifts instead of being thankful for 
who He is, a God of forgiveness and mercy and love?  Why not listen to the Lord and follow him for the pure 
joy of just being with the Lord?  Blessings will come.  We ask for them too.  But that’s not our primary reason 
for being faithful.  We just want to be with Jesus.  
 
So Elijah begins his farewell tour with Elisha following behind, just wanting to be with Elijah.  It is some 
familiar territory.  They start out from Gilgal.  This was the place where the Israelites laid the twelve stones 
from the Jordan River when they had first crossed the Jordan in the first place.  Elijah was beginning where the 
Israelites began their time in the Promised Land.  
 
Then they traveled west to Bethel.  This city had rich significance in Israel.  It was the first place Abraham 
came to and made an altar to the Lord when he arrived in the Promised Land.  It was also where Jacob stayed on 
his way out of Israel when God appeared to him and gave him the vision of the ladder to heaven.  When Jacob 
had that dream he renamed the city “Bethel”, which means “house of God.”  The ark was also there for a time 
early in the history of the Israelites during the time of the Judges.  The place had strong spiritual history to it. 
God had proven Himself faithful and caring especially at these places.  
 
It also happened to be a place where there was a school of prophets.  There were at least two schools of 
prophets in Bethel and Jericho.  Isn’t that interesting, especially when you think about the fact that not too many 
chapters back it was recorded how Elijah thought he was the only one left.  That was not the case at all.  God 
not only gave him Elisha but also had schools of prophets that were going to lead the Israelites into the next 
generation.  
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Isn’t that something to remember?  The devil wants us to feel secluded and alone in life, as if we have been 
completely abandoned by God and alone in the world.  He wants us to feel like all is lost.  The end is surely 
near.  We like to think that all of the world is headed to hell except us.  It’s really easy to think that when you 
watch the news.  Much of the world is headed for hell.  But when you get out and come to worship and hear 
other people singing God’s praises and confessing His name, you know there are more Christians out in the 
world than you would think.  God is still good and gracious.  We could be a minority, but the church shall never 
perish.  We need to visit with one another and encourage one another, and all the more as we see the Day 
approaching.  We need to hear God’s Words of comfort.  Elijah went by these places, no doubt, to encourage 
the future prophets to be faithful in his departure.  Israel needed faithful prophets, especially in light of all of the 
Baal worshipers and false prophets that were still in plenty at that time.  
 
Jericho, if you remember, was right on the western side of the Jordan River and just north of the Dead Sea.  It 
was the first place that was conquered by Joshua when the Israelites entered the Promised Land.  So Elijah 
returned to almost where they started, doing his own kind of Exodus, retracing the steps of the Israelites, going 
back from where they came.  It was only fitting that his last place was at the Jordan River, crossing out where 
they came in through a divine splitting of the River, similar to what happened with the Israelites crossed with 
the ark of the covenant.  
 
It must have been bittersweet for Elijah.  After all of his struggles and fights in the ministry he was finally going 
to get to go home.  Yet it must have been sad for Elisha.  His mentor and his master was leaving him. 
Somehow the LORD had let these schools of prophets know, and every time they wanted to talk to him about it, 
he only said “hush.”  It must have been too sad to even talk about.  He couldn’t.  He just wanted to enjoy the 
last minutes he had together with his master.  
 
You can’t hang on to those you love in this world, even the faithful believers.  That’s a good thing.  Jesus didn’t 
die and rise from the dead to keep us here.  He came to take us home.  Enjoy life with the ones you love, 
looking at them as gifts from God.  Appreciate your children and grandchildren.  Go to worship with them. 
Enjoy sitting by them in the pew.  They’ve given you a wonderful heritage, just as Elijah did for Elisha.   But 
also be willing to let them go.  Elisha knew that Elijah was going to go.  He didn’t try to stop it, but he didn’t 
want to dwell on it either.  It is the sad way of life in a fallen world.   I see those who put stickers and decals of 
their loved ones on their trucks and cars.  I wonder if they are just stuck in sadness over the loss of their loved 
ones.  What a sad memory if there is no hope for them, no faith in Jesus.  All you can is cling to what once was, 
dwell on the past.  But in Jesus, God gives us hope for life.  
 
There’s a contrast here.  Elisha didn’t want to talk about Elijah’s departure, but when Elijah was on the Mt. of 
Transfiguration, all they spoke about was Jesus’ departure.  It wasn’t a thing to ignore, not on that day, because 
Elijah, Moses and Jesus knew why Jesus was going to the cross.  Elijah and Moses were not sad about Jesus’ 
departure.  They were happy for it.  They knew the purpose of it, while the disciples didn’t.  Elisha didn’t try to 
keep Elijah from leaving, but Peter tried to keep Jesus from going back down the Mount.  What a foolish idea! 
Jesus was going to die, but for a great purpose - to pay for the sins of the world.  
 
It all must have seemed so majestic.  Elijah rolls up his cloak, strikes the water, and passes through on dry 
ground.  In a blaze of glory he is carried up to heaven in the whirlwind.  Elijah lived happily ever after.  Poor 
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Elisha stood on the shores and he cried.  Elisha called Elijah the “chariot and horsemen of Israel.”  Later on, 
when Elisha died, the king of Israel called him the same thing.   It was a picture of power.  The chariot was 
basically the tank of the Old Testament.  It was only fitting that he who was considered one of God’s chariots, 
would be taken to heaven in connection with a fiery chariot.  
 
Over 800 years later, Jesus entered into His public ministry in the same place where Elijah left, on the shores of 
the Jordan.  He didn’t cross on dry ground.  He got his garment wet in his baptism.  In doing so, he was 
re-entering into the Promised Land, as the One who was set aside by God to be her Savior.  Jesus would go 
where the Holy Spirit led him, through pain and misery and death at the cross.  The disciples really wanted 
Jesus to stop, but Jesus said “no.  I am going all the way to the cross, no matter what you say.”   Instead of 
escaping this world through a fiery chariot as Elijah did, Jesus would die the fiery death of hell, and come out 
alive.  He would open up the pathway to heaven, be our own Bethel, and set the foundation of the church with 
himself as the chief cornerstone.  He is our chariot and horseman.  
 
Elisha left that day refreshed and strengthened through it all.  He got to see Elijah go to heaven.  The same 
Spirit that enabled Elijah to fulfill his ministry would enable Elisha to fulfill his.  Elisha took Elijah’s cloak, 
rolled it up, and struck the water.  Lo and behold, the same Spirit that worked through the cloak when Elijah 
held it, also worked when Elisha held it.  Elisha could keep on prophesying, and the prophets knew it full well. 
They saw it all from a distance.  God’s will would continue to be done.  
 
Isn’t this our strength too?  The Holy Spirit still works in us.  We have a different robe, the robe of 
righteousness.  We don’t strike water with it, we wear it all the days of our lives, as we continue in faith with 
Jesus and His forgiveness.  We are able to place this robe on others through baptism.  This baptism endures 
through all generations.  So yes, we have the same Spirit working through different Means.  
 
Elijah was a faithful father to Elisha as a prophet and a mentor in the faith.  Elisha would have remembered this 
day for the rest of his life.  But it wasn’t mere nostalgia for him.  We don’t need to look back on these stories 
with nostalgia and long for the days gone by, like nothing more than names and numbers on a page, as a decal 
on a car.  They are living history of a living God who is still faithful to His Word and His promise.  Like Elisha, 
we enjoy the times of glory, when we get to stay in the background and listen to and follow the fathers of our 
faith.  But we also realize that we have our own service to perform.  God calls on us to cross the river and 
continue on in our ministries.  Some day you will be the parent or the grandparent, called on to lead your 
children in the way of the LORD.  It isn’t easy, just as Elijah and Elisha didn’t have it easy.   We keep on 
fighting the faith, being faithful to him and be faithful to those who have been placed in your path, those who 
even try to chase us away.  We show them what dedication and love is all about, no matter how difficult it may 
be, in hopes that they too will see Jesus, the chariot and horseman of our salvation. Amen. 
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